72 ak ehGarripy 
oe. ‘for fome Men have been poifoned with 


~ Divers Perfons are of Opinion that thefe-Crea- 
‘tures are poyfonous in fome Places only, and that 
burt at fome Times of the Year. I know that in ma- 
ny Parts of the W/?-Judies, fome have been: injured 
by eating them, and that at different. Seafons of the 
Year; therefore Seamen commonly tafte the Li- 
ver before they venture any further; and if that has 
a biting Tafte jike Pepper, they efteem the Fith un- 
wholfome, but if aot, they eat it: and yet I have 
found even this Rule fail too. I judge the Head 
and the Parts near it, to be chiefly venomous, 


Gar-fith are round, but neither fo big nor long 
as the former ; but what is more peculiar, they 
have long bony Snouts, like the Sword-fifh, only 

4, asthe Sword-fith’s Snout is flat, and indented like 
«a Saw on each fide ; fo on the contrary thefe have 
their Snouts like aSpear, round, fmooth and fharp 
at the end, and about a Footlong. Thefe area fort 
of floaty or flying Fifh: for they fkip along a Foot 
or two above the Water, for the length of twenty 
or thirty Yards: then they juft touch the Edge of 
the Water, and fpring forward fo much farther, 
and then touch the Water, and fpring forward a- 
gain, a great many times before they ceafe. They 
dart themfelves with fuch a Force that they ftrike 
their Snout through the fides of a Cotton-Tree Ca- 
noa ; and we often fear that they will ftrike quite 
through‘our very Bodies. They ‘are extraor- 
dinary fweet Fith. . 
Spanifh Mackril are in Shape and Colour like our 
Mackril, but larger: They are three Foot or three 
and half long, and nine or*ten Inches about, and 
they alfo are generally efteemed very excellent Fith. 





The 


Ray. Turtle” Manatee. 35 

“The Ray is a flat Fith, like Skate, ‘and T have feen 4%. 1678> 
three forts of them; viz. the Stingray, the Rafp- 
ray and the Whipray. ‘The Stingray and Rafpray 
are much alike in fhape; but the former has three 
or four ftrong fharp Prickles, near two Inches long, 
at the Root of its Tail, which are faid to be very 
venomous, bur the reft of his Skin is fmooth. The 
Rafpray has a rough knotty Skin wherewith Raff 
are made: the Skins of the largeft are fo rough, 
thatthe Spaniards in fome Places grate their Caffavy 
with them, which isa Root very common all over 
the Weft-Indies; and of which the Spaniards and 
Englifp frequently make their Bread ; but the faireft 
Skins are ufed to cover Surgeons Inftrument Cafes, 
and other fuch fine Things; but of late they are 
counterfeited. I have been told that in Tyrkey Affes 
Skins are ftamped with fmall hard Seeds, which gives 
them Impréffions like Rafpray. 

The Whipray differs Soth the other two forts, 
having a fmall, but longer Tail, and ending with 
a Knob, fhaped like a Harpoon. All thefe three 
forts are much about a Foot and half broad. ‘There 
is yet another fort of thefe flat Fith of the Whipray 
kind, but of a prodigious bignef$; viz. three or 
four Yards fquare, and their Tails as lung: thefe 
we call Sea-Devils; they are very ftrong Fifh, and 
are fometimes Gamefom; but they make an odd 
Figure when they leap out of the Water, rumbling 
over and over. 

Neither are Turtle and Manatee wanting in this 
Lagune. ‘Here are fome Hawks-bill-Turtle, but the 
green Turtle is moft plentiful. They are of a 
ckeng fize; yet here was once a very large one | 





take T have mentioned in my Voyages round the 
Worl 


Here are‘abundance of ‘Manatee, which are both 
large and fweer. f 


* Alligators 


74. Se Alligatorgcc 
4 . , Alligators are alfo in great numbers in all-the 
~ Creeks, Rivers and Ligthais the Bay of Campeachy ;. 
and Ethink thac no part of the Univerfe is. better 
ftock’d with them. 

The Alligator is a Creature fo well known every 
where, that I fhould not defcribe it, were it not to 
give an Account of the difference between it and 
the Crocodile; for they refemble each other fo 

é nearly in their fhape and bulk, as alfo in their 
. Natures, that they are generally miftaken for the fame 
Species; only the one fuppofed to be the Male, the 
other the Female: Whether they are fo or not, the 
World may judge by the following Obfervations. 

sto their Bulk and length, I never faw any fo 
large as fome I have heard and read of; but accor- 
ding to my beft Judgment, though I have feen 
‘Whoufands, I never met with any above fixteen or 
feventeen Foot long, and as thick as wlarge Colt. 
He is fhaped like a Lizard, of a dark brown Colour, 
with a large Head and very long Jaws, with great 
ftrong Teeth, efpecially two of a remarkable 
Length, that grow out of, and at the vcry end of 
the under Jaw in the {malleft part, on each fide one; 
there are two holes in the upper Jaw to receive thefe, 
otherways he could not fhut his Mouth, Ir.has.4 
fhort Legs and Broad Claws, witha long Tail. The 
Head, Back and Tail is fenced with pretty hard 
Seales, joyned together with a very thick tough 
Skin: Over its Eyes there are two hard fcaly Knobs, 
as big as a Mans Fift, and from the Head to the Tail, 
along the Ridge of his Back ’tis full of fuch 
knotty hard Scales, not like Fifh-Scales, which are 
loofe, but fo united to the Skin, that it.is alkone 
with it, and can’t be taken afunder, but withg fharp 
Knife. From the Ridge of the Back down™®n the 
Ribs towards.the Belly, (which is of a dusky yellow 
colour like a Frog) there are many of thefe Scales, 
but not fo fubftantial nor fo thick placed as the other, 

: Thefe 


q ’ : t 4 
The Crocodile and Alligator differ. a 

Thefe Scales are no hindrance to him in turning; 4m ; 

for he will turn very quick, confidering his Leek aes 

When he goes on Land his Tail drags on the 

Ground, ‘ 4 
The Fleth {mells very ftrong of Musk ; efpecially 

four Kernels or Cods that are always found about 

them, two of which grow in the Groin, near each 

Thigh ; the other two at the Breaft, one under each 

Fore-leg, and about the bignefs of a Pullets Egg ; 

therefore when we kill an Alligator, we take out 

thefe, and having dried them wear them in our 

Hats for a perfume. The Flefh is feldorh eaten 

but in cafe of Neceflity, becaufe of its ftrong 

{ce nt. 
Now the Crocodile hath none of thefe Kernels, 

neither doth his Fleth tafte at all Musky, therefore 

efteemed better Food. He is of a yellow Colour, 

neither hath he fuch long Teeth in his under Jaw. 

The Crocodile’s Legs alfo are longer, and when it 

runs on Land, it bears its Tail above the Ground, and 

turns up the tip of it in a round Bow, and the Knots 

on the Back are much thicker, higher and firmer 

than thofe of the Alligator; and differ alfo as to 

the Plaees where they are found. For in fome Parts, 

as here in the Bay of Campeachy, are abundance of 

Alligators, where yet I never faw nor heard uf any 

_ Crocodiles. At the Ifle Grand Caymanes, there are 
Crocodiles, but no Alligators, At Pines by Cuba, 

there are abundance of Crocodiles, but I cannot fay 

there are no Alligators, tho’ I never faw any there, 

Both Kinds are called. Cgymanes by the Spaniards ;.- 

therefore probably they may reckon them for the 

fame. And I know of no other difference, for they 

both lay Eggsalike, which are not diftinguifhable to 

the Eye : They are as big as a Goofe-Egg, but much 

longer, and good Meat; yet the Alligators Fees cate 

yery Musky: They prey both alike in either — 
or i 





prone Seed Flefh as well as Fifh, and will live in’ 
sither frefh.or falt Water. Befide thefe ~Creatures, - 
¥ know none that can live any wheré, or upon any 
fort of Food, like them. ’Tis reported, that they 
Jove Dog’s-Fleth better than any other Flefh what- 
foever. This I have feen with my own Eyes, that 
our Dogs were fo much afraid of them, that they 
would not very willingly drink at'any great River 
or’ Creek ‘where thofe Creatures might lurk and 
hide themfelves, , unlefs they were (through Ne- 
ceffity) conftrained to it; and then they would 
ftand five or fix Foot from the brink of . the 
Creek or River, afid bark a confiderable time 
before they would Adventure nearer; and then 
even at the fight of their own Shadows in the 
Water, they would again retire to the Place 
from whence they came, and bark vehemently a 
Jong time; fo that in the dry Seafon, when’ there 
was no frefh Water but in Ponds and Creeks, we ~ 
ufed to ferch it our-felves and give it our Dogs; 
and many times in our Hunting, when we’ came 
toa large Creek that we were to pafs through, 
our Dogs would not follow us; fo that we often 

took them in our Arms, and carried them over. 
‘Befides ‘the fore-mentioned . difference. between 
the Alligator and Crocodile; the latter sis’. ac- 
counted more ‘fierce and daring than the’ Alliga- 
tor: Therefore when we go-to the Iles of Pines 
‘or Grand Caymanes to hunt, we are often. mo- 
lefted by ‘therh, efpecially in the Night. But 
in the Bay of Campeachy, where there are on- 
ly Alligators; I did never know any Mif- 
chief done “by ‘them, except by accidént .Men 
tun themfelves into their’ “Jaws. «I Nags g 
one Initance ‘of this Nature, which is ‘as fol- 
‘ows. 7 sei} sa 
sat EK 33 
In 





has vo cane ee aie ‘ : és esi 
| _ An the very height of the dry time feven or ej 

| en nt) nd. Sent to a_ place baie 
"Pies Pond, on B nd, to hunt. This Pond was 
never dry, fo that the Cattle drew hither in fwarms, 





but after two or three days Hunting, they were fhy, . 


and would not come to the Pond till Night, and 
then if an Army ef Men had lainco ypolg them, 
they would not have been debarr’d of Water. The 
Hunters knowing. their Cuftom, lay ftill all:Day, 
and in the Night vifited thissPond, and killed as 
many Beefs as ol could. This Trade they shad 
driven a Week, and made great profit, At eas 
an Jrifh-man going to the Pond: in the Night, ftumb- 
led over an Alligator that lay in the Path: The 
Alligator feized him by the Kace; at which the 
Man cries out, Help! help! His Conforts not know- 
ing what the matter was, ran all away from their 
Huts, fuppofing that he was fallen into the Clutches 
of fome Spaniards, of whom they were afraid every 
dry Seafon. But poor Daniel not finding any Af- 


fiftance, waited till the Beaft’ opened his Jaw. to 


take better hold ; becaufe it is ufual for the Alliga- 
tor to do fo; and then f{natch’d away his Knee, and 
flipt the But-end of his Gun in the room of. it, 
with the Alligator griped fo hard, that she pull’d 
it out of his Hand and fo went, away, ‘The 
Man being near afimall Tree climb’d up out of 
his reach; and then cried out to. his Conforts. to 
come and affifl him; who»being {till wichin Call, 
and watching to hear the Iffue of the Alarm, 


made hafte to him with” Fire-brands., in . their 
Hands, and le him away in. their Arms 
to his Hut; for he was in a deplorable Con- 
dition, and not able to ftand on his. Feet, _ his 
Knee was fo torn with the Alligator’s Teeth. 

His Gun was found the next Day ten or twelve 
Paces from the place where he was feized, with 
two 


a 


on : ie. “Alligators. 
wags two large Holes made in the But-end of it, ‘one. 
on each fide, near an Inch deep; for I faw the 
Gun afterwards. This fpoiled their or for a 
time, they being forced to carry the Man to the 
Ifland Tri, where there Ships were, which was 
fix or feven Leagues diftant. 

This Irifo-Man went afterwards to New-England 
to be cured, in a Ship belonging to Bofton, and 
nineorten Months after returned to the Bay again, 
being recovered ofthis Wound, but went limping 
ever after 





ce - This was all the mifchief that ever I heard was . 
done in the Bay of Campeachy, by the Creatures 
call’d Alligators. 
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_ Efcape from an Alligator. 


+H E- Logwood-Cutters (as I faid before) in- 
habit the Creeks of the Eaft and Weft La- 


gunes, in {mall Companies, building their Huts clofe 
by the Creeks fides for the benefit of the Sea-Breezes, 
as near the Logwood Grovesas they can, removing 
often to be near their Bufinefs: yet when they are 
fettled in a good open Plaee, they chufe rather to go 
. halfa Mile in their Canoas to work, than lofe that 


» gonvenience, , Tho’ they build their Huts but flight- 
ae ye yet. take care to thatch them very well with 


mine 


Pe oe, 


‘alm or Palmeto Leaves,to prevent the Rains, 
‘which are there very violent, from foaking in, 
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- Bei poke x ; 
me ST ttle inthis Gourcry are large and fat ih Fee- 
oe " rb and. April: Av other times of the 
a are flefhy,. but not fat, yet Moe ek 
ae When they have kill'd a Beef, they cut it into 

eh > Quarters, ‘and taking out all the Bones, each Man 
Se makesa hole in the middle of ‘his Quarter, jaft big” 
~~ enough for his Head to go thro’, then pigs “it on like’ 
“@ a Frock, and tradgeth home; ‘and if chances to 
_ tire, he cuts off fome of it, and flings it away, > 
=) At isa Diverfion pleafant. enough, though . 

+ without fome danger, to huntin.a Canoa 3 for 
+ the Cattle having no other feeding Places than the 
~~ Sides of the Savannahs, which are fomewhat higher. 
_ » Ground than the'middle, they are forced fometimes: 
%) 10 fwim, fo thatwe may eafily come to fhoot them, 
when they are thus in the Water. 
~The Beaft, when the is fo hard purfued that the 
Pa Se aan efca , turns about and comes full tilt-at the’ 

a, “feriking her Head againft the Prow, . 
Seeriher back twenty or thirty: Paces; then fhe’ 
ers away again: But if fhe has received a 
Wound, fhe commonly purfue us till the is knock’d 
down. Our chiefeft Care isto keep the Head of the’ 
» Canoa towards her ; for if the fhould ftrike againft 
ft, Bronce it would endanger over-fecting it, and 
atly wetting our Arms and Amunition’ me. 
> fides, the's theSavannahs at this time fwarm with Alli 
scion era are the more dangerous of that 
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‘behind us, which in the dry Seaf 4 
Crows, but now are a Prey to the allgachie "They 
remain here till the Water drains off from the Land 5 
and then confine themfelves to the ftagnant Ponds 5 _ 
‘and when they are dry, they ramble away. to, tage | 


: Creek of River. 


~The Alligators in this Bzy are not fo ferent they 


Pyare reported to be in other Places ; for I never-knew 


‘them purfue any Man, although we do frequently » 
meetthem, nay, they will flee from us: and] have 
drank ott of a Pond in the dry: Time: that hath 


ee "been full Sf them, and the Water not deep enough 


‘4ocover their Backs, and the compafs of the Pond 
{o%mall, that I could get'‘no Water but by coming 
within two Yards of the Alligator’s Noies. they ly- 
ing with their Heads towards mine as-I was drink- 
ing, and looking on me all the while. Neither did 
I ever hear of any bit inthe Water by them, tho? . 
probably fhould a Man happen in their way, they” 
would-feize upon him. 
Having thus given fome Defcription of the Coun- 
try, Ithalbnext give an Account of my living with | 
the Logwood Men, ani of feveral Decurechceppat | 
‘happened during my Stay here. 
ho’ Iwas a Stranger to their Employment Sal 


‘Manner of livings as being known but to. thofe-few | 


‘only of wHom we bought our. Wood, in my for-_ 
mer Voyage hither ; yet that little Acquaintance 1° 
then got, iubouragel, me to vifit them after, my, fe-. 
“cond arrival here ; being in hopes. to pm in to. 


work with them. here were fix ‘in, C any 3 
who had a Hundred. Tuns ready cut, 1 
») chipp’d, but not_broughtto the reklid ad 





© Gi payrork wih thom, for they were ei oblige 
Bonds to procure this 100 Tuns jointly together, t 
for nomore. st Sigsar 


This Wood lay all in the Circumferesite of or 
600 Yards, and about 300 from the Creek-fide’ in _ 


the. middle of a very thick Wood, unpaffable with 
Burthens, The firft Thing we did wane bells it all 
to one Place in the:middle, .and from thence we 


| cut a very large Path to carry it to the Creek-fide: 


We laboured-hard_at this Work five Days in EY 
Week ; and onSaturdays went to the Savannahs an 
killed Beeves. 

When they killed a Beef, if there were more than 
_ four of us, the Overplus went to feck frefh Game, 
~whilft the reft drefs’d it. Di 
‘ Lwent out the firft Sunday and complied very 
well. with my Mafter’s Orders, which was only to 
help drive the Cattle out of the Savannahs into the 
Woods, where two or three Men lay to fhoot them : 
And having kill’® our Game, we marched Home 
‘with our Burthens, The next Saturday after 1 went 

” with a Defign to kill a Beef my felf, thinking it 

|. more Honour to try my own fail in Shooting, than 

» only to drive the Game for others to fhaot at.. We 

“went now to.a Place called the Upper-Savannah, . 

‘ing four Miles in our Canoas, and then landing, walk- 
ed one Mile through the Woods, before we came in- 

exo the Savaanal, and marched about two Miles in it, 


flip, and wandered fo far into the 
my felf ; neither could I find the 
er £2 “mr! way 


eG nions: 
i 


_ before nom te with any'Game. Here I gave my * 
Tiof 











as 
} ' 
.t 


Ma, lock. One W 
' T began to find that I was (as we ca t As 
_. pofe from the Spaniards) morooned, or loft, and nt 
~ “quite out of the Hearing of my Comrade’s Guns. ~ 
iwi fomewhat furprized at this , Be however, I 
knew I fhould find my way out, as foon as the Sun 
was a little lower. So I fat down to reft my felf; \ 
“refolving however to run no farther out of my way ; 
for the Sun being fo near the Zenith, I could not 
‘diftinguifh how to direct my Courfe. Being weary 
and almoft faint for want. of Water, I was forced 
‘to have recourfe to the Wild-Pines, and was by them 
fupplied, or elfe I muft have perifhed with Thirft. 
About three a Clo¢k I went due North, as'nearasI - 
could judge, for the Savannah Jay Eaft and Weft, 
and I was on the South-fide of it. oda 
At Sun-fet I got into the clear open Savannah, 
being about two Leagues wide in moft Places, ‘but 
: how long know not. It is well ftored with Bul- ° 
Jocks, but by frequent hunting they grow thy, and \ 
remove farther up into the Country.. Here I found * 
my felf four or five Miles to the Weft of the Place 
where I ftragled from my Companions. I made 
homewards with all the fpeed I @ould, . but being o- 
vertaken by the Night, I lay down on the Grafs 
a good diftance from the Woods, for the benefit of —~ 
the Wind, to keep the Mufkitoes from me, but. in > 
f vain: for in lefs than an Hours Time I wasfo'per- 
43,3 fecuted, that though I endeavoured to keep them 
off by fanning my felf with Boughs and fhifting my ~ 
Quarters three or four Times ; yet ftill they-haunt- 
‘ed me fo that I could get no fleeps At ee | 
T got up and directed my Courfe ro. the Creek where 
Fy we landed, from which I was then about two — 
Leagues. I did not fee One Beaft of a spin a 
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ms, ven thele were now gone away, to my ; 
~ great Vexation and Difappointment, for I wasvery 
hungry... Bur abour a Mile farther, I fpied ten | 
‘twelve Quams perching upon the Boughs of a 

~ ton-Tree. . Thefe were not thy, - therefore I gor w 
















“enough under them ; and having a fingle Bulle 
‘ .(but no fhot) about me, fired at’one of them, but =~ — ~ 
iifs’d it, though I had before often killed them fo. = 

+ Then 1 came up with, and fired at five or fix Tur- ee. 
keys, but with no better Succefs. So that I was for- ae 
mi; to march forward {till in the Savannah, toward ‘ae 
the Creek ; and when J came to the Path that led to ia 


it through the Woods, I found (to my great Joy) a ik 
Hat 'ftuck upon a Pole : and when-I came to the an 

- Creek I found another. Thefe were fet up by my AM 
Conforts, who were gone home in the Evening, as i 
Signals that they would come and fetch me. There- a 
fore I fat down and waited for them ; for although . =) 
Thad not then above three Leagues home by Watef, ote 
yet it would have been very difficult, if not impof- 
fifle for me to have got thither over Land, by rea- 
fon of thofe vaft unpaffableThickets abounding every 
where along the Creek fide ; wherein If have known 
fome .puzzled for two or three Days, and have not 
advanced half a Mile, though they laboured ex- 
-treamly every Day. Neither was I difappointed 
of my hopes ; for within half an Hour after my Ar- 
rival at the Creek, my Conforts came, bringing e- 

~ very Man his Bottle of Water, and his Gun, both 
to hunt for Game, and to give me notice by firing, 





_ that I might hear them; for I have known, feveral he 
~Men loft in the tike manner, and never herd of af- ae 
Soothe Aes el op Capa lof Nae 
eg yo came hither in a Bo/tom Ship, to take _ > r: 
m e 
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ood, and was fraighted by two Szoteb- 
SB ee ‘f 3 + men, 
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d; for that r n his 
starritd Ay wit ‘the Ship aad Von 
- two or three Days for Beef to. lengthen out 
" Provifion, One Morning the Ca bie 
hunt, ‘took five of his Men,- with his 
p epipt Mr. Crane along with 1 They i 
ea the Eaft-end of the Mfland,. bei? Z 
ove-Land, the Savannah is a confi Bee difta 
‘om the Sci, and therefore troublefome 
. Sek pe unlefs they would row 
‘Leagues farther, they could not find ‘a 
venient place; befide, they doubted not of 
fkill-to conduc them, | After they had : lowed him | 
a Mile or two into the Woods, the Captain: > 
him to make a Halt (as Ebcing: “in Tore doubt) to 
confider of the way, told him in derifion, th: he 
was but a forry Wood{man,. and that he wou 
fwing him but twice round, andshe fhould not guefs 
the way out again; and faying no more, to him 
went forwards, and bid his Seamen follow 
which they did ‘accordingly. Mr. Cane, after he’ 
recollected himfelf, ftrack off anothér way, and: 
fired them to go with him: But inftead of that, 
they were all for following the Captain. In a fhort 
«Time Mr. Can? got out of the Woods into the Sa- 
-yannah, and there Rilled a good,fat Cow, and quar- 
“tering it, made it fir for Carriage, fu 














P rag 
_. Captain and Crew would foon be with mater 
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“after waiting three or four Hours, and fring hisGua 


Aeveral Times, without hearing “any Anfwer, took 
es his Burden and returni _ towards t the S a fide ; 


pee ie a fignal a 7 


In the mean T 







tk 


about, and ig what a Condition he left. the Ca 
and: his Men ;. but it being then too late to feek him, — 


__ the next Morning very early Mr. Cane and two Sea + 
~ men taking Directions from the Mate rae was fo 


feripuea that he could not ftir) where he had iS 2 
Captain, went afhore, and at length came 


Wea came Ceca he gave: an fee where 






him, and at.Jaft found him Jaid-dowp in a tae 


4 ‘hickee having juft fenfe to call out fometimes, but _ 
th enough to ftand ; fo they were forced © 


‘us vine him to the Sea-fide. When they had a little 


refrefhed him with Brandy and Water, hetold them 


~ how, his Company had fainted for Thirft, and drop’d 
down one after another, though he fill encouraged 
-them. to be chearful and reft chemfelves a while, till 


~ he got fome fupplies of Water for them ; that they 


"were very patient, 2nd that two of his Men held out 


“till five’a Clock in the Afternoon, and then they 
fainted alfo ; but he himfelf proceeded in. queft of 
_ his way till Night; a ah down in oe place, 


owhere they then found 
~The two Seamen carried the Captain aboard, while 


Mr. Cane fearched about for the reft, but to no pur- 


3 for he returned without them, . and could ne- 


i ver eae of them afterward 





. This was a warnin never to fraggle fein 


& sy Canforts i in our feng Bur to proceed, 


me j= 


a. oo ice was up, in which time 
“ ar all. che" Wood to the Creek-fide, 


y’d my Tun of Logwood ; with 
re that 1 borrowed, I bought a 


> a as a entertained as a 
Com- 











C Id Be oh difpofe of afi ty om 
“immediatel went to Becf-I/and to) kill 
for their Hides, “which they: prefer ye by f 
them out very tite on the Ground, Birft 
y-fide, and after the Paton ards, letting 
if + fo till they are very dry. © Thirty-two = 
rx ng Pegs as big as a Man’s Arm, are required - 
i: the Hide as it ought to be.» "When they |» 




















dry they fold them in the middle from Head to 3 
"Taily with the Hair outward; and then ha es 44 
- erofs a ftrong Pole, fo high that the ends may not 
touch the Ground, .40 of50 one upon another, and 
‘once in three Weeks or a Month they beat oe 
with | great Sticks, to ftrike off the t. 
“breed in the Hair, and eat it off, which pails the” 
Hide. When they are to be hip’ off, dey foak 
' them in fale Water'to kill the remaining Worms 3 
and while they are yet wer they fold them in four 
folds, and afterwards fpread them abroad again to. 
dry. When they are. aly dry, they fold them ap’ 
again, and fo fend themabgard. 1 was yet aStran- 
+ ger to this Work, ther remained with thr of 
~~ the old Crew to cut m i Coawesd _ My Conforts 
were all’ three Sotch-Men; one of them named Price - 
- Morrice had lived there fome Years, and was Mafter 
_ ofa pretty large Periago ; for without fome fort of 
* Boat, here is no ttirring from one. place to another. 
* The other two were young Men: that had bred 5 ix: 
/. Merchants, viz, Mr. Duncan Campbell ; and. George j 
_ Thee ewo not liking either the owe mpl 
ment, waited an Opportunity o j 
firft Ship that came hither to 
me not long afeentie 


aay * ne { . . 
en, came hither. on that “eg a 


, 














ir, and ad face’ othe! Commo- 
to ‘purchafe Hides and j 
; . This ‘retarded our By finefs 3 for” 
did: ot find Price Morrice very intent - at Work : 
a "tis like he* thought he had Logrooh enough, 

© And I have particularly obferved there, andin other 5 
Places, that fuch as: had been well-bred, were gene-. et a. 
~ rally moft careful to improve their Time, and would 
~ be very induftrious and frugal, when there was any” 
Pies ges ‘of confiderable Gain. But on the ¢on- 
trary, fuch as had been inur’d to hard Labour, and 
~ got their Living by the fweat of their Brows, when 
. they came toa Plenty, would extravagantly freee 
» der away their Time and picuey in Drinking and 


mate Ector | I kept to my Work by my felf, till 1 
was hindered bya hard, red, and angry Swelling like 
 aBoyl, in my. right Leg; ; fo ‘painful that I was fcarce 
». able to fland on it? but I was djrected to roaft and 
Re apply the Roots of White Lillies (of which here is 
great 24 rowing by the Creek fides) to draw 
. i fhe a Hea Finis I did three or four Days,. without 
any Benefit, “At Jaft I perceived two white Specks 
in the middle of the Boil s and {queezing it, two 
-- fmall white Worms fpurted out: I took them both . 
> up in my Hind, and perceived each of them to be 
in with three Rows of black, thort, ftiff Hair, - 
"running clear round them 5 ‘Row near each end; ) 
the other in the middle ; Row diftiné&t from o- - 
ther; and all very repularand ‘uniform. The Worms 
"were about the bignels of a Hen’s Quill, and about - 
three fourths of an Inch long’ 
We of this fore breéd in any Man’s 
ey Worms are very frequent in , 
Welt-Indies, ‘eMpecially at oa £3 
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egr mof f 
*twas therefore believed that other | 
took pS wby Infection from them. | I rather ju p 
S gig are generated by dri bad Water 3and. 
zis as likely that the: Water of the other Ifand of — 
Arnba and Bonariry may produce ‘the fame Effects 5 a a 

for many-of thofe that went with mie from thence to ~ 
_ Virginia (mentioned in my former Volume) were — 
P on with them after our Arrival there: my Ack, 
mike I my felf had one broke out in : 





















pic aft d been there five’or fix. Modes: © “i 
aH eet bel Worms are no. bigger than a large Shown 3 
_ Thread, but (as I have heard) five or fix Yards | longs 
» and if it breaks. in drawing. out, that part * 
mains in the Fleth will putrifie, and be very palatal, sch 
~~ and indanger the Patient’s Life; or at leaft the isle of 
that Limb : and J have known fome that-have been __ 
fcarified and cut ftrangely, to take out the Worm, . 
T was in great Torme before it came out : my wy 
“Leg and Ancle fwell’d’and look’d.very red and an- 
| gtys and I kept a Plaifter.co it to bring it to a Head.” 
_ - At Jatt drawing off my Plaifter out came about three. 
» Inches of the'Worm. and my Pain abated prefently ae 
/ Till then I was ignorant of ay Malady; and ae "| 
© Gentlewomen, at whofe Houfe I was, took ee a Ve 
“Nerve; but [knew well enough what it. was ne 
Bi y roll’d.it up on a fmall Stick. Atve Meet Me 
, resco pa ning aaa and Evening, and ftrained. sh 
"fit out, > about two Inches at atime, not with- — 
- for ~ ose paig, till at en Thad got pee ca 5 


‘Midian Bs one. Wie Kietordn, who a ing 

«to a Negro to have his Horfe ey ary gail’c 

Back - Talked the Negto if fe could amd my > 
weg: which he did'yvery. readily 4 one iy Be — ES J 















Words is reat hese 
and waving his se 
age fpeedily. © Hs, Fee 
Pie ‘ “to me, “a looki ont \ 
“iamy Ande ing 0 me, 3 to aking on three Day 
¢ alfo a white Coé¢k for his Pains, ai 
the fame Method with me, as 
Ey tle wpa yr ae in three 
not ftay fo long ; for the next I 
; “being rubb’d off, I unbound i 
the ‘Worm broken aff, and the hole quive healed 
I was afraid the remaining Part would have. 
- fome Trouble, but have not felt any Pain an 


' that Day to this. tie . 
rupted in 

















lhl i ith ov how Iwas ince iy 
following my Work, by t orm’s ap nd 
fda to compleat my Misfortune, Fat 
after. we had the moft violent Storm for o 
. Hours, that ever was Known in thefe Ri ole Ac- i ee 
count of which I fhall give more particularly inmy  ~ 9 
, Difcaurfe of Winds, and hall now only mention fome Ae 
‘Pa re 
5 I have already faid, we were asics OF ok in Compa a 
“ny at. this Place cutting Logwood : and by this Storm © 
__-were. reduced to great Inconveniencies ; for while ~ 9 
"that Jafted we could drefs no Victuals, nor evennow Ry 









ie st ater: me 
e : “abe. Ja set shigy labs m rs 
ee We had ‘Canoa. fe 10 5 dace 


ay ada in ia vain toftay hott aa essa * ee 





t four Leagues from our Huts.’ There were four — 
iding here, when the Storm began: but at — 

ival we found only one, and hoped to have - 
got fome Refrefhment from it, but found very cold 
_ Entertainment :. For we could neither get Bread nor 
_ Punch, nor fo much as a Dram of Rum, though we . 

+ offered them Money for it.” The Reafon was, they  - 
i % already over-charged with fuchas being diftref- “> 






















"fed by the Storm, had been forced ro take Santtuary 
with them. Seeing we could not be fupplied here, 
afked which way the other three Ships were dri- 
wen? they told usthat Captain Prout of New-Eng- 
~ dand was driven towards Trift, and ’twas probable he 
was carried out to Sea, unlefs he ftruck on ‘a Sand, 
~  alled the Middle-Ground, that Captain Skinner of 
>) New-England ewas driven towards Beef-I/land ; and 
» @Captain Chandler of London, drove away, towards 
 Man-of-War Lagune. : ’ 
Beef-Tfiand lies North from One-Bujh-Key , butthe -. 
other two Places lie a little on each fide: One to the - \ 
Eaft ; the other to the Weft. So away we went for 
 Beef-Ifand: and coming within a League of it, we 
~ faw a Flag in the Woods, made faft to a Pole, and. 
pa on the Top of a high Tree. And coming 
~~ Stl nearer, we at laft faw a Ship in the Woods, a- 
. ‘bout 200. Yards from the Sea. We rowed directly 
towards her ; and when we came to the Woods fide, 
found a pretty clear Paflage made by the Ship thro’ 
~ the Woods, the Trees being all broke down ; and. 
_ about three Foot Water Home to the Ship... We 
rowed in with our Canoa, and*went aboard, and 
. vere kindly entertained by the Seamen : but the 
Japtain was gone aboard Captain Prout, who ftuck . 
alton the middle Ground before-mentioned., Cap- i 
tain Prout’s Ship was afterwards got off again; ~~ 
‘bat the Scumps of the Trees ran clear through the = — 
~ bottom of Captain Skinners, therefore there was no* 
ie ; . eter 
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pee rowed away thither, for we ‘could do m 
ks vice here ; and before Night found: him a iy 
© ftuck faft on @ Point of Sand. The Head of hi fy ee 
Ketch” was dry, and at the Stern there was above © 
’ ‘four Foot Water. Our coming was very feafonable 
to CaptainChandler, with whom we ftayed two Days: 
in which Time we got out all his Goods, carried off - 
_ his Anchor, &c. and fo not being able as yet to do 
him more Service, we left him for the prefent, and : “ 
went away to hunt at Beef-J/land, . Se 
At Trt were four Veffels ridi before ‘this. Misi 
. Storm ; one of them was driven off to Sea, and re 4, 
never’ heard of afterwards. Another was caft dfy 9 * 
upon the fhore, where fhe Jay and was never'got 
off again : But the third rode it out. Another was ~ ed 
riding without the Bar of rift, and the put to Sea, ~~ 
' and gor to New-England, but much fhattered. A- eS 
bout*three Days before this Storm began, afmall =~ 
Veffel, commanded by Captain Vally, wenthence, | 
bound to Yamaica, This Veffel was given for loft | 
- by all-the Logwood-Cutters ; but about fourMonths —” 
after fhe returned thither again; and the Captain 
faid he felt nothing of the Storm, but when he was | 
about 30 Leagues to Windward of Tri/t, he mes a 
freth Summafenta Wind that carried him as hi : 
Cape Condecedo, but all the. Time he faw very t ae Be 
Clouds to the "Weitward, Be ' 
_ Beef-Tfland is about ven Leagues t) shee 
or four broacy. Ic lies in Eat’ and wn 
4 The Faft-end looks towardesthe an dis: ari 3 
 Jow drowned Land: and ‘near.the Sea penducetit; 5 te te 
‘ = wanes but wire ses black pcan page The , 
Pee North. 
i ge zs “s : 7" oth ‘ ‘ees 
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for al out three 1, from Tri? is Low 
srovy 5 at the end of whichithere is a 
Creek, deep enough at high Water for Boats: s 
rine this Creek to the Weft-end, is four Leagues 
all fandy Bay, clofed on the ee with alow —~ 
Sand-bank, abounding with thick! prickly Buthes; = 
e a White-thorn; bearing a whitifh hard thell- a 
Fruit, as big as a Sloe, much like a Callabath. Ml 
‘The Weft-end is wafhed with the River St. Peter. 
St. Paul. This end is over-grown with red Man- ” 
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groves. About three Leagues up from the Mouth | 
of this River fhoots forth a {mall Branch, running .— 
to the Eaftward, and dividing Becf-J/land from the 
Main on the South, and afterwards makés a great. 
+ Lake of frefh Water, called Fre/h-Water Lagune. 
This afterwards falls into a falt Lake,‘ called Man- . 
of War Lagune ; which empties it felf into Laguna 
ermina, about two Leagues from the South-Eaft 
Point of the Ifland. A 
~~ \. The infide or middle of this Mand is a Savannah,” 
Me bordered all round with Trees, moft Mangrovy ; 
+») - either black, white or red, with fome Logwood. ws 
~* The South-fide, between the Savannahs and the © 
Mangroves is very rich. Some of this Landylyes in‘ » 
=e higher than the Savannahs. {fare 
~~ The Savannahs produce plenty of Jong Grafs, and. 
sa the Ridges curious high flourifhing Trees of divers . 
ae 
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$ Om The Fruits of this IMland are Penguins, both red and +f 

i a \at ena low, Guavers, Sapadilloes,. Limes, Oranges, "&e. . 
hefe laft but lately planted here by aColony of Jndi- 

who revolted hak the Spaniardsand fettled here... 


itis no new Thing for the Jndians in thefe woody © 
rts'of America, “to away whole Towns at 
“ence, and fettle: themfelves in the unfrequented 

pas aa te ‘oods = 
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-. and tye up their Hammocks between two ‘Trees 
\* wherein they fleep till their Houfes are made. “Phe 
'. Woods afford them fome Subfiftence, as Pecary aix 


which th 







. —_—* 4 M ~j ¢ *@ in 3.\ > 
e.elfe but their Cotton Hammocks, and their. 
Callabafhes.. They build every Man his own Houfe, 









_ Warrce, but they that are thus ftroling (or moroon. 5 


. ing, as the Spaniards call it) have Plantain-Walks © 


— 


. _ and perfwaded their Friends to icave their Dwellings. 
“near the Spaniards, and fercle “on this Ifand’s yand- 


Be 
‘ 
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eS 


»‘difeovered by, the Anglifhz and even then were. 
pet Sails sts ee eideny 








that no Man knows but themfelves, and from thence ~ 
they have their-Food, till they have raifed Plantati-. 
on Provifion near their new built Town, They clear | 
no.more Ground. than what they adtually employ 
for their Subfiftence. They make no Paths: but 7 9 
when they go far from Home, they break now and ~ ag - 
then a Bough, letting it hang down, which ferves . 07 
as a Mark to guide them in their return. If they 
happen to be difcovered ‘by other Indians, inhabit- “\ = 
ing ftill among the Spaniards, or do but miftruft it, © y 
they immediately fhift their. <tr to another ref, 
Place. This large Country affording them good fat 
.Land cnough, and very Woody, and therefore. a 
proper Sanctuary for them. ie 
It was fome of thefe fugitive Indians that came “7 
to live at Beef-J/land ; where, befides gaifing their ~~ 
Freedom from the Spaniards, they might fee their 
Friends and Acquaintance, that had been taken fome 
Time before by the Privateers, and fold to the Log- 
wood-Cutters, with whom fome of the Women lived. 
ftill, tho’ others of them had been conduéted by" them © 
to their own Habitations.———§——~ I was thefe. he 
Women after their return made known the kind 
Entertainment that they met with from the Baglifh 5 
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"they had been here almoft a Year before they were 
at 

tally” 
uJ is 


| hai 






me. They were not ve 
there ; but I know that up 
y would have been gone. — igi eke 12 
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“The Animals of this [Mand are, Squa/hes nig tt 
‘dance, Porcupines, Guanoes, Poffomes, Pecary, Deery 
' Horfes, and Horn-Catile. = =e ic ae 
ThisIfland does properly belong to fcbn d, Acofa~) 
** a Spaniard of Campeachy Town, who poffeffed it 
when the Englifh firft came hither to cut Logwood. © 
* His Habitation was then at the Town of Campeachy 5” 
_ but in the dry Seafon he ufed to come hither in a- 
~ Bark,. with fix or feven Servants, and fpend two or © 

three Months in hockfing and killing Cattle, only 
~~ for their Hides and Tallow. 

The Englifh Logwood-Cutters happened once to» 
come hither, whilft Yobn d? Acofta was there 5 ‘and, 
he hearing their Guns, made towards thera, and de- — 
fired them to forbear firing; becaufe ic would make 
the Cattle wild; but told them that any Time when, © 
they wanted Beef, if they fent to him he would hox>_ 
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as many as they pleafed, and bring the Mcat to their. 
Canoas. The Englifh thankfully accepted his Offer ;» 
and did never after fhoot his Cattle; but fent to 
him when they wanted ; and he (according to his 
Promife) fupplied them. This created him fo much 
«-Friendthip, that they intended when they returned 
to Yamacia to bring him a Prefent, and Goods al- 
fo to Trade with Eira’, which would have been’ 
_ wery Advantagious to both Parties: but fome of 
his Servants acquainted the Townfmen of it, at 


| 
, 
| 
his return to Campeachy, And they being Jealous of. § 
3 


: 
| 
| 





the Englifb,* and envying him, complained to the. ; 
 Goyernour 3 who prefently caft him into Prifon,. 
where he remained many Years : * This happened. 

bout the Year 71 or 72, Thus the Project of. 


“> Trading with the Englih mifcarried here, and Fobn_ 
 -@ Acofia’ was forced to relinquifh erie ct ri 
a yerte. “0 *  pleafani 
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., . This ing Bullocks feems peculiar to. 
the Spaniards, efpecially to thofe thac py 2 
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bouts, who are very dextrous at it. For this 
~ fon fome of them are conftantly employed in it all 
the Year ; and fo become very expert. The Hockfer © 
"is mounted on a good Horfe, fay up to the Sport; = 
who knows fo well when to advance or retreat upon) 
~ Occafion, that the Rider has no trouble to : 
« him. His Arms is a Hockfing Iron, which is male 
in the Shape of a Half-Moon, and from oneCorner 
to the other is about fix or fevenInches; witha = 
very fharp Edge. . “ one a 
- This Iron is faftned by a Sockét toa Pole about = 
fourteen or fifteen Foot long. When the Hockfris 9 7 
mounted, he lays the Pole over the Head of his oe 
+ Horfe, with the Iron forward, and then rides after 
his Game ; and having overtaken it, trikes his Iron 
"re above the Hock, and ag ae it. The Horfe ee 


oe 
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-prefently wheels off to the left; forthe wounded ~ 
~ Beaft makes at him prefently with all his Force; 
but he fcampers away a good Diftance re he 
comes about again, If the Hamftring is not quite 
cut afunder with the Stroke, yet the Bullock by con- 
tinual fpringing out his Leg, certainly breaks it:, 
and then can go but on three Legs, yet ftill limps” i 
forward to be revenged on his Enemy. Then sad Hs 
Hockjer rides up foftly to him and ftrikes his Iron 


es re ke. ee 5 
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into the Knee of one of his fore-Legs; and then = 
he immediately cumbles down. He gets off his == = | 

-Horfe, and taking a tha inted ftrong Knife. 

_ ftrikes it into his Pele, a little behind rhe , fo ‘ 
dextroufly that at one Blow he cuts the Stri ls. . 
Neck; and down falls his Head. ; they call aes: 


~'Poling. Then the Hocker immediately mounts, and © 
. Fides after more Gant leaving the pat tothe 
9 v OL. I}. G 4 as Skinnerg eee ¢ 
t : ae eames. Bs ‘é 


2 



















; — 7 Ve 7 yr; 
Sa Ste = _-@ iy a “s ay 
" re at hand, anc ake 
EAS 


é 7 ; ee a a = x 
The right Ear of the Hockling-Horfe by 
eight of the Pole laid conftantly over it when on 
Duty, hangs down always, by which you may kno 
~- it from other Horfes. 
The Spaniards pick and chufe only the Bulls and 
~ old: Cows, and leave the young Cattle to breed; b 
~ which means they always preferte their Stock entire. 
On the contrary, the Englifh and French kill without 
Diftinétion; yea, the Young rather than the Old; 
without regard of keeping up their Stock. Jamaica 
¥ isa remarkable Inftance of this our Folly in this 
* ~~. Particular. For when it was firft raken by the Eng- 
=. Tifa, the Savannahs were well ftockt with Cattle; but 
= ee were foon all deftroy’d by our Soldiers, who fuffered 
8 » great Hardthips afterwards for it: and it was never 





— “*ftock’d again till Sir Thomas Linch was Governour. 
at ‘He fent to Cuba for a Supply of Cattle, which are 
ieee now grown very plentiful, becaufe every Man. knows 
a his own proper Goods. Whereas before, when therg 
oe was no Property, each Man deftroyed as faft as he 
re could. The French (I think) are greater Deftroy- 
Moe) ~ ers than the Englifh. 
re” Had it not been for the great care of the Spaniards 
~ __ An ftocking the We/t-Indies with Hogs and Bullocks, 
en thée,Privateers muft have ftarved. But now the Main, 
(Se as well as the Ifland, is plentifully ‘provided 5 parti-' 
~~ eularly the Bay of Campeachy, the lands of Cuba, 


Ben” Pines, Hifpaniola, Portarica, &c. Where, befides 
>... wild Hogs, there are Abundance of Crawls or Hog- 
ees * farms; in fome of which, I have heard, there are 
*. ~ »= no lefsthan1500. This was the main Subfiftence of 
7 «othe Privateers. - ; ssi 
/ > > - But to return again to Beef-/fland. Our Englifo 
>»... Hunters have much leffen’d the numbers of the Cat 
tle there. And thofe that are left, by conftant fhoor~ 

ing now are grown fo wild and defpers tc gebae 
. ae 
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Meer age ascents free 
ea exe hrers’ 
and they will all draw up in Bartalia to defend them 
 felves upon our Approach; the old Bulls inthe = 
Front; behind them the Cows, in the fame mariners. 
© and behind them: the young Cattle. And if weu 9 | 
© ftrive to wheel about to get in th¢ Reer, the Balls. 
_ will certaitily face about that way, and ftill prefent 
—» aFront tous, Therefore we feldom ftrive to fhoor 
any out of a great Herd; but walk about in the 







~ Woods, clofe by the Savannah ; and there we Jight Br 
of our Game. .The Beaft makes directly at the a 
~~ Hunteer, if it be defperately wounded (as 1 have ex- Mi 


-=-perienced my feif) but if but flightly, they com- +) 
‘monly run away. The old Hunters tell us, that a- 
Cow is more dangerous of the two ;_ becaufe they 
fay, fhe runs at her Enemy with her Eyes open; 
but the Bull fhuts his, fo that you may eafily avoid 
him. But this I cannot affirm upon my own Know- 
ledge, and rather doubt the Truth of it; for I knew 
“one fhrewdly gor’d by a Bull. He was a Confort 
‘with Mr. Baker, in the Weft Lagune ; where having 
“tir’d themfelves with cutting of Logwood, they took 
* an Occafion to go in their Canoa to Beef-J/land, to re- 
‘freth themfelves their a Fortnight or three Weeks ; 
~ becaufe here were feveral forts of Fruits, and Plenty 
_ of Cabbage to eat with their frefy Beef, which they 
could nor fail to meet with. They came to a Place. 
~call’d the Salt-Creek; and there built them a Hut 
» About four a Clock, while Mr. Baker lay down to 
| feep, his Confort march’d out into the Savannahy 
|. about a Mile from their Huts; and there coming” 
within Shot of a Bull, wounded him defperace- 
bly 5 but yer the Bull had ftill fo much Strength left 
as to purfue and overtake his Adverfary, tramp 
~ on him ; and goring his Thigh, fo that he was nor able’ 
ee ae ae Gg a Spee ee to 
 * a oe ee 
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Ahoy this ‘Tine wae: Ge 
m: And there the 
Baker had not come the next Morn- 





n dead’ by 
‘ithed, if Mr. 


} ss to feek him ; who finding him by the dead Beaft, 
~~ took him on his Back, and lugg’d him home to their 


Hut. The next Day he put him in his Canoa, and 
delivered him aboard a Ship, into the Hands of a 
Surgeon, who cured him in a little time. 

_ Jtold you we left Capt. Chandler, with a Defign 
ing to Beef-I/land, to fpend fome time in Hun- 
ting at Pies Pond, before mentioned. But before we 


_-eame thither we went afhore to k'll a Beef for Sup- 
poi ; where I was furprized with an odd Accident. 


affing through a {mall Savannah, about two or 


- three Foot deep, we {melt a ftrong Scent.of an Al- 


ligator ; and prefently after I ftumbled over one, 
and fell down immediately. I cry’d out for Help ; 
bat my Conforts, inftead of affifting me,, ran away 
towards the Wood. I had no fooner got up to follow 
them, but I ftumbled on him a fecond times; anda 
third time alfo; expecting {till when I fell down to 
be devoured. Yet at lait I got out fafes; bur fo 
a that I never cared for going through the 
ater again as long as I was in the Bay. 
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The River St.Perer St.Paul. The Mountain. : 


Cow and,Hippopotamus. Tobafco Ifland. Gua- 
vers. Tobaicé River. Manatee. -Villa de 
Mofa, Eftapo. Halapo. Tacatalpo de Sierra. 
Small Bees. Indians. Tartillos. Pofole. Cor- 
ton Garments. Early Marriages. Towns. 
Feftivals. Shape and Features, 


HE River St. Peter St. Paul fprings from the 


high Mountains of Chiapo, about 20 Leagues 


within the Country, which are fo called from a Ci- 


ty not far diftant. Its firft Courfe is Eafterly fora . 


confiderable Length, till it meets with Mountains on 
that Side: then it turns fhort about Northward, till 
within twelve Leagues of the Sea. And laftly, it 
divides its felf into two Branches. The Weftern 
Branch falls into the River Toba/co; cic other keeps 
its Courfe till within four og of the Sea; 
then divides it felf again. The Eaftermoft of thefe 
Branches feparatés Beef-[fand from the Main; and 
falls into Man-of-War-Lagune, as is before related, 
The other keeps its Courfe and Name till it falls in- 
to the Sea, between Beef-I/fand and Toba/co-lland ; 


where it is no broader than the Thames at Gravef- 






end, There is a Bar atits Entrance, butof what 


Depth 1 know nor; over which {mall Veffels ma 


pane enough by the Benefit of the Tide. It is 


\., géod Riding. By Report of the Privateers who ~~ 
eee ; 


89 SA 
bh ire > 


th deeper and broader after you are in; for 


there it is fifteen or fixteen Foot Water, and very 


we been up this River, it is very broad before it’s ae: 
) Gez ° a* pares Dog 
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which is called Summajenta ; 

ao and Planrain-walks: the) Soil on each Side 
Being very fruitful. The ufimanufd Land is over- 
grown with lofty Trees of many forts, efpecially the 
Cotton or Cabbage; of the latter there are whole 


from the River’s fide) great Savannahs“full of Bul- 
+ Mocks, Horfes, and other Animals; amongft which 
the Mountain Cow (called by the Spaniards Ante) 
© M6 mot remarkable. 
= © . 4@-This Beatt is as big as a Bullock of two Years old. 
= ks thaped like a Cow in Body; but her Head 
eS Much bigger: Her Nofe is fhort, and the Head 
more compact and round. She has no Horns. Her 


* 


‘4 as.great Lips, but mot fo thick as the Cows Lips. 
) SHE Ears are-in Proportion to the Head, rather 
+... Broader than thofe of the Common Cow. Her Neck 


dinary. She has a pretty-Jeng Tail ; thin of Hairs, 
and no Bob at the end. She has coarfe thin Hair all 
over her Body. Her Hide is near two Inches thick. 
Her Fleth is red, the Grain of it very fine. The 


_ Mear, One of them will weigh 5 or 600 Weight. 
~~ “This Creature is:always found in the Woods near 
 fome large River; and feeds on a fort of Jong thin 
i Grafs, or Mois, which grows plentifully on the 
Banks of Rivers ; ‘but never feeds in Savannahs, or 
29 of good maine ere na Bullocks e 
en her Belly is full, és down to fleep by the 
nk of the River; and at the leait Noife Sigg sata 


very deep, the walks as on dry Ground. She can- 
not run faft, therefore never rambles far from the 
River s for there the always takes Sanctuary, in ee 


». aS A> ciety hn” Lhe 
* 3 - 7s i Oe 
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itge Indian Towns built. on its Banks: the “. 
d many large ~ 


Groves ; and in fome Places (efpecially a little way . 


Water : where finking down to the Bottom, tho’. 





; 2 . are round, full, and of a prodigious Size. She ~ 


is thick and fhort. Her Legs alfo fhorter then or- < 


Fat is white, and all rogether it is fweec wholfome 


” 
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fhe is afleep. Ears ey - i 
They are fo befides this Place, in the Rivers 
in the Bay of Hoaduras; and on all the Main from 
thence as high as the River of Darien. Several of niy 


Conforts have kill’d them there, and knew their 


Track, which I my felf faw in the /#Qmus of Dariens, 
but fhould not have known it, but as I was told by 
them. For I never did fee one, nor the Track’of = ~ 


any but once. The Impreffion in the Sand, feem- 


‘ed much like the Track of a Cow, but I was 


well affured that none of our common Cows: could 


live in that Place, neither are there any near it by— 


many Miles. 


My Conforts then gave-me this Relation, and” 
fince I have had the fame from other Zngli/o-men as- 


well as Spaniards. 

Having fhew’d the foregoing Defcription to a Per- 
fon of Honour, he was pleafed to fend it toa 
Jearned Friend in Holland; from whom he receive 
this Anfwer. 


SY Ra 
* 

H E Account I have of this Paper from the Eng- 

lith Minifter at Leyden is this, The Deferipti- 
on of your Sea-Cow, agrees with the Hippopotamus 
kept bere fo exactly, that I take them tobe Creatures of 
the fame kind. Only this bere at den is ‘bigger. 
than any Ox. For the Eyes, Ears and Hair, nothing 
can be faid, feeing this Skin wants all thefe. The Teeth 
are worth noticing, which are very large, and firm, 


‘apd fine as any Ivory, 9 
iE have {poke with a very Tntélligent Perfon, Kinf- 


man to the Burgomafter of Leyden, who having bad 


_. that Sy ee (as they call it) prefented to bim, 
é/en. 


made a 
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t thereof to the Univerfity, who having 
_ viewed that Skin very wel, Seth, Js much bigger than, 
Sane 248 5G Be See 


yu 
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104: Differs from the Sea-Horfe. 
ai you mak , ahd cannot weigh defi, than one Thou. 
Pai nd “le ; 
fe PS Let me add of mine own, that perbaps they are 
ee rreater , about the Cape of Good Hope; whence 
“S at of Leyden came. And feeing there are no 
— “ Horns, perbaps it may as well be called a River-Horfe 

oa asa River-Cow: But for that, it muft bear the De- 


ne 


nomination given it by the People of the Place where 
they are; whith may be different in Africa and Ame- 
fica. ‘ 
‘But what be fays of ber finking to the Bottom in 
deep Rivers, and walking there, if be adds, what I 
think be fuppofes, that he rifes again, and comes on 


ag the Land, I much queftion. For that juch a buge 
ie Body foould raife it jelf up again ( though I know 
ie Whales and great Fifbes can and do) tranfcends the 


Faith of 1. H. 


‘Treadily acknowledge, there is fome Refemblance 
between this Mountain-Cow of America, and the 
African Hippopotamus; but yet am of Opinion that 
they muft needs be of a diherere Species ; for the 
Mountain-Cow is never known to {wim out to Sea, 
nor to be found near ft ; and is not above half fo big, 
and has no long Teeth. But for further Satisfaction, 
T have here inferted two Accounts of the African 
Hippopotamus, as they were fent; the one to the 
Honourable Perfon before-mentioned, from Captain 
Covent of Porbury, near Briffol, a Gentleman of 
great Ability and Experience, as well as known In- 
tegrity, who uled to trade to Angola: The other 
to my felf, from my worthy Friend Captain Rogers, , 
as he has feen them in the River Natal, in the Lat 
titude of thirty, on the Eaft-fide of the Cape of 
Good Hope. og : 

Whe Sea-Horfe’s Head, Ears and Noftrils are like * 
our Mprfes 3 with a fhortTail andLegs. And hisFoot- 
fteps in the Sand like a Horfe’s ; but the Body above... 

- twice 
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twice as big. He on the Shore, and dangs 

like a Horfe, Is of a dark-brown, but glittering in 
the Water. His Pace is but flow on the Shore ; in 
the Water more fwift. He there feeds on fmall Fifth 
and what’ he can get ; and will go down to the Bot- 
tom in three Fathom Water. For I have watch’d 
him; and he hath ftaid above halfan Hour before he 
arofe. He is very mifchievous to white Men. I have 
known him open his Mouth and fet one Tooth on the 
Gunnel of a Boat, and another on the fecond Strake 
from the Keel (which was more than four Foot diftant) 
and there bita Hole through the Plank, and funk 
the Boat; and after he hdd done, he went. away 
fhaking his Ears. His Strength is incredibly, great 5 
for Ihave feen him in the Wath of the Shore, when 
the Sea has toffed in 2 Dutch-man’s Boat, with four- 
teen Hogfheads of Water in her, upon the faid 
Beaft ; and left it dry on his Back 5 and another Sea 
came and fetch’d the Boat off, and the Beaft was not 
hurt, as far as I could perceive. How his Teeth grow 
in his Mouth I could not fee; only that they were 
round like a Bow, and about fixteen Inches long ; 
and in the biggeft part more than fix Inches about. 
We made feveral Shot at him; but to no Purpofe, 
for they would glance from him as froma Wall. The 
Natives call him a Kittimpungo, and fay he is Fe- 
tiffo, which is a kind of a God; for nothing, they 
fay, can kill him : And if they fhould do to him, as 
the white Men do, he would foon deftroy their Ca- 
noas and Fifhing-Nets. Their Cuftom is when he 
comes near their Canoas, to throw him Fith; and 
then he paffeth away, and will not meddle. with 
their Fifhing-Craft. He doth moft Mifchief when 
he can ftand onthe Ground; bat when afloat, hath 

only Power to bite, As our Boat once lay near the 


Shore, I faw him go under her, and with his Back * ” 


. Tift her out of the Water; and overfet her with fix 
Men aboard , but, asithappen’d, did them no harm. 
- ; Whilft 
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y in, he Re 
i did trouble this Bay every 
& and two or three Days after; the 
i go together, two Males and one Female, ‘Their 
ee oife is much like the Bellowing’ of a large Calf. 
one This paft Remark was made of a Sea-Horfe at 
Loango, in the Year 1695. 
ih 
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Pull. and Change, 
atives fay, they 


Captain Rocer’s Letter. 
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te HE oe pepe or Sea-Horfe, lives as well 
Ms : on the Land as in the Sea or in Rivers. It is fha- 
E ped much like an Ox, UMt bigger 5 weighing 1500 or, 
} 


; 1600 Pound. This Creature is very full-bodied, and 
g covered with Hair of a Moufe-Colour , thick, fbort 
and of a very beautiful Steeknefi, when be firft comes 

a 2 aout of the Water, The Head is flattifh on the Top. 
" $ "ght bas no Horns: but large Lips, a wide Mouth, and 
< Frong Teeth; four of which are longer than the 
reft, (viz.) twoin the upper Faw one on*®each fide, 
and two more in the under: Thefe laft are four or 
five Inches long; the other two are fhorter. It bas 
large broad Ears ,: great goggle Eyes; and is very 
fis uick-fighted. Ji bas a thick Neck, and ftrong Legs, 
tweak Footlocks. The Hoofs of bis Feet are Cloven 
in the Middle: And it has two fmall Hoofs above the 
Pootlock, which bending to the Ground when it goes, 
make an Impreffion on the Sand like four Claws. Fhs 
Tail is foort and tapering like a Swines, without 
any Bob at theend. This Beaft is commonly fat and 
_wery good Meat. It grazeth afbore in wet fwampy 
Ground near Rivers or Ponds; but retires to the 
Water, if purfacd. When they are. in the Water, 
* théy will fink down to the Bottom’; andsthere walk as 
pry Ground. They wili run almoft as fa/t as 4 Man; 
bub if chafed bard, they will turn about and look'very 
fences Tike a Boar and fight f put to it. The Na. 


~” 








oe Ae +e a : i 
tives of the Country bave no Wars’ 
tures, but we had many Conflifts. with ‘them, be 
Shore. and in the Rivers: and though we commonly 
got the better by killing Jome, and routing the reft ; 
yet in the Water we durjt not muleft ibem, after one 


a» 


Bout; which had like to have proved fatal to 3 Men: 


that went ina {mall Canoa to kill a fingle Sea-Horfe, 
in a River where was 8 or 10 Foot Water. The Horfe,. 
according to bis Cuftom, was marching in the bottom 
of the River, and being [pied by thefe Men, they 
wounded bim with a long Lance, which foenraged ihe 
Beaft, that be rofe up immediately, and giving a fierce 
look be opened bis Faws and bit a great piece of the 
Gunnal or upper edge of the Canoa, and was like to 
over-fet it, but prefently funk down again to the bot- 
tom: and the Men made away as fal as they could, 
for fear he foould come again, 


The Weft branch of the River St. Peter St. Paul, 
after it has run 8 or g Leagues N. W. lofeth it felf 
in Tobafco River about 4 Leagues from the Sea, and 
fo makes the Ifland Toba/co, which is 12 Leagues 
long, and 4 broad at the North-end: for from the 
River St. Peter St. Paul, to the Mouth of Tobafo 
River, is accounted 4 Leagues; and the Shore lies. 
Eaft and Weft. 

The firft League on the Eaft is Mangrove Land, 
with fome fandy Bay, where Turtle come afhore to 
lay their Eggs. 

The Weft-part of it is fandy Bay quite to the Ri- 
ver Toba/co. But becaufe here is conftantly a great 
Sea, you haveno good Landing till within the Krver, 
The N, W. part of it isfullof Guaver Trees, of the 
greateft variety, and their Fruit the largeft and belt 


tafted Ihave met with; and ’tis really a very deli- 


cious Place. ‘There are alfo fome Coco-Plums and 


Grapes, but not many. The Savannahs here are na- a > 
turally fenced with Groves of Guavers, and pf cy. 
ae g q. oo 


thele Crean do 6 
th on 


. 
is Aili 2 = 
% ero el 


ins 
Wid 






: 


iwiar 


« 
4 
5 


| 






oh 







Se 


"(eT 


nt 


ES ee 


Ie 


fA 


a 
Fr. 


Watt 





OB) a Lg gh bo Tebaleo’ Rivero 

_ Mn.1676. good Grafs for Pafturc, and ate pretty well ftock’d 
“V™ with fat Bullocks’: and I do believe it is from their 

“eating the Guaver Fruit that thefe Trees are fo thick. . 


For this Fruit is full of {mall Seeds ; which being fwal- 

lowed whole by the Cattle, are voided whole by 
them again; and then taking root in their Dung, 
{pring up abundantly. 

Here are alfo Deer in great numbers ; thefe we 
conftantly find feeding in the Savannahs Mornings 
and Evenings. And I remember an unlucky Accident 
whilft I was there. Two or three Men went out one 
Evening purpofely to hunt; when they were in the 
fpots of Savnnahs, they feparated to find their 

ame, and at laft it fo happened, thatone of them 
fired at a Deer and killed it, and while he was fkin- 


ning, it, he was fhot ftark dead by one of his Con- - 


forts, who fired at him, miftaking him for a Deer. 
The poor Man was very forry for fo fad a mifchance ; 
and for fear of the dead Man’s Friends, durft never 
go back again to famaica. 


The River of Toba/co is the moft noted in all the 
Bay of Campeachy, and fprings alfo from the high 
Mountains of Chiapo ; but much more to the Wett- 
ward than that of St. Peter St. Paul. From thence 
it runs N. E. till within 4 Leagues of the Sea, where 
it receives the fore-mentioned Branch of St. Peter 
St. Paul, and then runs North till it falls into the 
Sca. Its Mouth is about two Miles wide, and there 
isa Bar of Sand lying off it, with not above 11 
or 12 foot’Water ; buta Mile or two within the 

‘Mouth, at a nook or bending of the River on the 
~Eaft-fide there is three Fathom, and good Riding, 
“without any danger from the ftrength of the Cur- 
rent. The Tide flows up about four Leagues in the 
“dry Seafon, but in the Rains not fo: far; for the 
“the Frethes make the Ebb run very ftrong.. 


Ss During 







for 14 or 15 Li a 
then take up freth ,. EER 
This River, near its Mouth, abounds with Cat- 
fith, with fomeSnooks, and Manatee in great plenty ; 
there being good feeding for them in many of its 
Creeks, efpecially in one place on the Starboard-fide 
about 2 Leagues from the Sea, which runs into the 
Land 2 or 300 paces, and then opens very wide, 
is fo fhoal that you may fee their backs above Water as 
they feed; a thingfo rare, that I have heard our Muj- 
keto-Men fay, they never faw it any where elfe ; on 
the leaft moife they will all {camper out into the River: 
yet the Musketo-men feldom mifs of ftriking them? 
There area fort of Frefh-water Manatee, not al- 
together fo big as the Sea-kind, but otherwife ex- 
aétly alike in fhape and tafte, and I think rather 
fatter. The Land by the Rivers, efpecially on the 
Starboard fide, is fwampy, and overgrown with Trees. 
Here are alfo abundance of Trees, (the largeft 
that I ever faw, till] came to the Gallapagog IMands 
in the S. Seas) viz. Mangroves, Macaws, and other 
forts that I know not. In fomé places near the © 
River-fide, further up the Country, are Ridges 
of dry Land, full of lofty Cabbage and Cotton Trees, 
which make a very pleafant Landskip. There is no 
Settlement within 8 Leagues of the River's Mouth, 
and then yeu come to a {mall Breaft-work, where 
there is commonly a Spaniard with 8 or 9 Indians 
_ pofted on each fide the River, to watch for Boats 
coming that way: And becaufe there are divers 
Creeks running in fromthe Savannahs, fome of thefe 
Centinels are fo placed in the Woods, that they may 
look into the Savannahs, for fear of being furprized 
on the back ffde: Yet for all their caution, thefe 
Centinels were fnap’d by Captain Nevil, Commander 
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of a fmall Brigantine, ‘ina fecond Expedition that 
he made to takethe Town cilled Will de Mola = et 
> “ 





rt a 












a’ 
; 
a 
‘a? 
" 
eh 
View 
: 






3) eS 
ie —_ 


ten mifearied by his being difcovered. But 
écond time he got intoa Creek} a League bes ~ 
low thefe Centitiels, and there dragging his Canoas © 







 ovet fome Trees that were laid crofs it, purpofely to 
. hinder his Paffage, he came in the Night upon their 


Backs in their feveral Pofts ; fo that the Town, ha- 
ving notice of his coming by their, firing as they 
fhould have done, was taken without any refiftance. 
Villa de Moja is a {mall Town*itanding on the 
Starboard fide of the River, 4 Leagues beyond this 
Breaft-work. *Tis inhabited chiefly by Indians, with 
fome Spaniards: There is a Church in the middle, 
da Fort at the Weift-end, which commands the 
iver, Thus far Ships come to bring Goods, efpe- 
cially European Commodities; viz. Broad-cloth, 


Serges, Perpetuana’s, Kerfies, Thread-Stockings, 


Hats, Ofnabrugs white and blew, Kentins, Platilloes, 
Britannia’s, Hollandilloes, Jron-work, €%c, They ar- 
rive here in November or December, and ftay till June 
or Fuly, felling their Commodities, and then load 
chiefly @ith Cacao, and fome Sy/vefler. AlN the 
Merchants and pegty Traders of the Country Towns 
come hither about Chrifimas to Traffick, which 
makes this Town the chiefeft in all thefe parts, Cam- 
peachy excepted ; yet there are but few Rich Men 
that live here. Sometimes Ships that come hither 
load Hides and Tallow, if they cannot fraight with 
Cacao. But the chiefeft place for Hides is a Town 


3 pine on a Branch of this River, that comes out a 


below the Breaft-work, where Spanifh Barks 
ly Jade once a Year; but I can give no further 
account of it. Four Leagues beyond }illa de Moja’ 


> further up the “River lies Zfapo, inhabited pore? 


© Towns in this Country are: It’s faid to be pretty 


with Spaniards, but moft Indians, as, generally the 


rich; ftands clofe by the River, on the South-fide, 


ces -and is fo built between two Crecks, that there is 





but one Avenue leading to it ; and fo well guarded. 
» with 
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ulfed, Jofing many of them, and himfelf wounded 
» inthe Leg. In his way thither he took Villa de Moja, 
and left a Party there to fecure his Retreat. If he 
had taken Effapo, he defigned to pafs on to Halpo, 
a Rich Town, three Leagues farther up the River, 
and from thence to vifit Tacatalpo, lying 3 or 4 
Leagues beyond, whith is accounted the wealthieft 
of the three: the Spaniards call it Tacatalpo de Si- 
erra: whether to diftinguifh it from another Town 
of that Name, or to denote its nearne{s to rhe Moun- 
tains, Iknownor. ’Tis the beft Pown on this River, 
having three Churches, and fevera] rich Merchants ; 
and between it and Villa de Mo/a are many larg 

Cacao Walks on each fide the Kiver. . 

I have feen a fort of white Cacao brought from 
hence, which I never met with any where elfe. It 
is of the fame bignefs and colour on the outfide, and 
with fuch a thin husky Coat as the other ;_ but the 
inner Subftance is white, like fine Flower ; and when 
the outward Coat is broken, , it crumbles as a Jump 
of Flower doth. ‘Thofe that frequent the Bay call it 
Spama, and affirm that it is much ufed by the Spa- 


niards of thofe Parts, to make cheir Chocolate froth, - 


who therefore fet a great value on it. But Inever 
yet met with any in England that knew it, except the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Caybery, who was 
pleafed to tell me he had feeg of it. 

The Land on the South-fide of the River is low 
Savannahs or Pafttire: The fide where the Town of 
Villa de Mofa ftands, is a fort of gray fandy Earelt ; 
and the whole Country, the Up-land I mean, feems 
to’ be much the fame: But che Low-land is of a black’ 
pes Mold, ‘and in fome places very ftrong Clay s 

there is not a Stone to be found in all the Coun- 


The healthy dry Land is very woody, except” 
where inhabited or planted. It'is pretty thick fettled © 


_with 


who had under him near 200-Men, was there re-\ 
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but the Nuts are fmaller than the Caraccus Nuts 3 
yet Oyly and Fat whilft new. They are not plant- 


ed near the Sea, as they areon the Coaft of Caraccus, © 


but at Jeaft 8 or 10 Miles up in the Country. The 
Cacao-walks belong chiefly to the Spaniards; and 
are only planted and drefs’dkby Indians, hired for 
that purpofe; yet the Indians have of their own, 
Plantain-walks, Plantations of Maiz, and fome 
{mall Cacao-walks; about which they fpend the 
chiefeft of their time. Some employ themfelves 
to fearch in the Woods for Bees that build in hol- 
low Trees; and get a goodlivelihood by the Honey 

d Wax. «Theie are of two forts: One pretty 
large ; the other no bigger, but longer, than an or- 
dinary black Fly: in other refpects, juft like our 
common Bees; only of a darker Colour. Their 
Stings are not ftrong enough to enter a Man’s Skin; 
but if difturbed, they will fly at one as furinufly as 
the great Bees ; and will uckle, but cannot hurt 
you. Their Honey is*whice and clear; and they 
make a great deal of it. The Jndians keep of thens 
tame, and cut hollow Trunks for them to make 
their Combs in. They place one end of the Log 
{which is faw’d very even) ona Board, leaving a 
hole for the Bees to creep in at: and the upper end 
is covered with a Board, put clofe over it. The 
young and lufty Indidis (fuch as want Employ- 
ment) hire themfelves to the Spaniards. They Work 
cme and are commonly paid in fuch Goods as 
thé Spaniards do not value. And I have been told 


‘that they are obliged to work for their Mafters, 


one Day in a Week, gratis: But whether this 


Priviledge belongs only to the Padres, or to the 
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n, and a Cacique or Governour to keep — 
The Carao Treetthrives here very well 5 
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Laity alfo, I know not... The Indians inhabiting 


thefe Villages, live like Gentlemen in Caper 
° ° 












Campeachy or Merida: for théreeven the poorer 
rafcally Sort of People, that are not able to hire 
one of thefe poor Creatures, will by violence drag 
them to do their drudgety for nothing, after they 
have work’d all Day for their Mafters: nay, they 
often take them out of the Market from their Bufi- 
nefs 5 or.at leaft enjoynghem to come ro their Houfes 
when their Market is ended: and they dare not re- 
tule to do it, 

This Country is very fruitful ; yielding plentiful 
Crops of Maiz, which is their chiefeft Subfift- 
ence. After it is boiled they bruife it on fuch a 
} Rubbing-Stone as Chocolate isgroundon, Some of 
it they make into fmall thin Cakes, called Tartil- 
loes, The reft is put into a Jar till it grows fowr 5 
§ and when they are thirfty, mix a handtul of it ina 
g Callabath ot. Water, which gives ic a fharp pleafant 
Tafte, then ftraining it through a large Callabath 
prick’d full of fmall Holes to keep out the Husks, 
they drink it off. If they treata Friend with this 
Drink, ‘they mix a little Honey with it; for their 
Ability reaches no.higher : And this is as acceptable 
to them as a Glafs of Wine tous. If they travel 
for two or three Days from home, they carry fome 
of this ground Maiz in a Plantain Leaf, and Cal- 
Jabafh at their Girdles to make their Drink, and 
take no farther care for Viétuals, till they come 
home again. This is called Pcfle: And by the 
Englifo Poorfoul, It is fo much efteemed by the Zn- 
dians, that they are never without fome of it in their 
Houfes. 

Another Way of preparing their Drink, is 
parch the Maiz, and thea grind it to Powder 
on the Rubbing-flone, putting a little Anatia to 
it; which grows in their Plantatiéns, and is ufed 
by them for no other purpofe. They mix it all 
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they prefer this drink before Po- 





In dong Journeys 
fole. | ‘ 
They feed abundance of Turkies, Ducks and 
Dunghill Fowls, of which the Padre has an exact 
Account; and is very ftrit jn gathering his Tithe : 
~ they dare not kill any except they have his Leave 
or it. ; 

They plant Cotton. alfo for their Cloathing. The 
Men wear only a fhort Jacket and Brecches. Thefe 
witha Palmeto-Leaf Hat is their Sundays Drefs ; for 
they have neither Stockings nor Shoes ; neither do 
they wear thefe Jackets on Week Days. The Wo- 
men: have a Cotton-Petticoat, and a large Frock 
down to their Knees ; the Sleeves to their Wrifts, but 
not gathered. The Bofom is open to the Breaft, 
and Imbroidered wita black or red Silk, er Grogram 
Yarn, two Inches broad on each fide the Breaft, and 
clear round the Neck. In this Garb, with their Hair 
ty’d up ina Knot behind, they think themvelves ex- 
treme fine. 

The Men are obliged by the Padres (as I have 
been informed ) to marry when they are Feurteen 
Years old, and the Women when Twelve: And if 
at that Age they are not provided, the Prieft will 
chufe a Virgin for the Man (or a Man for the Vir- 
gin ) of equal Birth and Fortune ; and join them to- 
gether. 

The Spaniards give fevera] Reafons for this Im- 
pofition, vz. That it preferves them from De- 
bauchery, and makes them Induftrious. ------- That 
it brings them to pay Taxes both to the King and 
Church ; for asfoon as they are married they pay 
to both, --------- And that it keeps them from ram- 
bling out of their own Parifh, and ferttling in 
another, which would by fo much leffen the Padre’s® 
Profit. 








Profit: They lo h-other very well ; an 
comfortably. by the Sweat of their Brows : 
build good large Houfes, and inhabit altogether in 
Towns. The fidé Walls are. Mud or Watling, 
plaifter’d on the Infide, and thatch’d with Palm or 
Palmeto Leaves. 





The Churches are large, built much higher than 


the Common Houfes, and covered with Pantile ; and 
within adorned with coarfe Pictures and Images of 
Saints ; which are all painted tawny like the Zudians 


themfelves. Befides thefe Ornaments, there are kept. 


in the Churches Pipes, Hautboys, Drums, Vizars 
and Perruques for their Recreation at folemn Times ; 
for they have little or no Sport or Paftime but in 
common, and that only upon Saints Days, and the 
Nights enfuing. 
The Padres that ferve here, muft learn the Indian 
» Language before they can havea Benefice. As for 
- their Tithes and other Incomes, Mr. Gage, (an 
Englifoman ) hath given a large Account of them in 
his Survey of the Wejt-Indies. But however, this I 
wiltadd of my own Knowledge, that they are very 
dutitui to their Prietts, obferving punctually their 
Orders, and behave themfelves very circumfpedtly 
and reverently in their Prefence. 
They are generally well-fhaped, of a middle Size ; 
ftreight and clean, Limbed. The Men more fpare, 
the Women plump and fat, their Faces are round 
} and flat, their Foreheads low, their Eyes little, their 

Nofes of a middle Size, fomewhat flatrifh; full 
| Lips ; pretty ful! but little Mouths ; white Teeth, 
aad hele Colour of a dark tawny, like other Jn- 
'. dians. They fleep in Hammocks made with fmall 
*. Cords like a Net, faftned kt each End toa Pott,’ 
w> Their Furnitureeis but mean, vz, Earthen Pots to 
/ boil their Maiz in, and abundance of Callabathes. 
» They area very harmlefs Sort of Peoples kind to 
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they are fo much kept under, that they are worfe 
than Slaves: nay, the very Neg-oes will domineer 
over them; and are countenanced ro do fo by the 
Spaniards, This makes them very melancholly and 
thoughtful: however they are very quiet, and feem 
contented with their Condition, if they can tolerably 
fubfift: But fometimes when they are impofed on 
beyond their Ability, they will march off whole 


Towns, Men, Women and Children together, as is 
before related. 
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~1.come next to .defcribe the Weftern-Coaft of 
this» Bay,. with its Rivers and other moft re- 
raarkable Particulars. From “Zobafco River to the £ 
pein Fri "3. 2 River oo 
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The River of Checapeque. The River of Dos 
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Bocas. The Towns up the Country. Halpo. “1 


Their Trade. Oid Hats, a good Commodity. 
A fad Accident in Hunting. Tondelo Réver. 
Musketoes troublefom on this Coaft, Guafick- 
walp River. Teguantapeque River. Few 
Gold Mines on al! this part of the Sea-coaft. 
Teguantapeque Town. Keyhooca and its 
Cacao-Trade. Vinellos. Alvarado River, 
and its Branches. Its Forts, Town and Trade. 
Cod-Pepper. LaVeraCruz. The Fort of St. 
John d’ Ulloa. The Barra la Venta Fieet ; and 
their Navigation about the Welt-\ndia Coaf. 
TheTown of Tipfo. Paunuk River and Town. 
Lagune and Town of Tompeque. Huniago . 
Ifland. Its Trade in Shrimps. The Author's 
return to Logwood-cutting at Trift. Captain 
Gibbs killed there by fome Indians he 
brought from New-England. The Author's 
Jetting out to Jamaica and return for Eng- 
Jand. 


Hine given the Reider an Account of the An. 16765 


Indians. inhabiting about the River of Tobajfco ; 


ee ale val ies Cai ap ae 








et a "he 
a ye 


ors: < iis 
6. River Checapegue is feven Leagues. The Coaft lies 


Eaft and Weft ; all woody low Ground, fandy Bay, 
and a: Anchoring ; but there falls in a pretty 
high Sea on the fhore, therefore but bad: landing ; 
yet Canoas may with care run in, if the Men are 
ready to leap out, as foon as fhe touches the 
Ground ; and then fhe muft immediately be dragge’d 
up out of the Surf. And the fame caution and dex- 
terity is to be ufed when they go off again. There 
is no frefh Water between Tcbafco River and Che- 
capeque. This latter is rather a falt Creek than 
a River , for the Mouth of itis not above 20 Paces 
wide, and about 8 or 9 Foot Water on the Bar ; 
but within there is 12 or 13 Foot at low Water, 
and good riding for Barks, half a Mile within the 
Mouth. 

This Creck runs in EF. S. E. about two Miles, and 
then {trikes away South up into the Country.” At its 
Mouth between it and the Sea is a bare fandy Point 
of Land: Where on the fide next the River, clofe 
by the Brink of it (and no where elfe) you may 
fcrape up the Sand (which-is coarfe and brown) 
with your Hands, and get frefh Water; butif you 


dig lower the Water will be falt. Half a Mile within - 
the Mouth, when you are paft the fandy Point, the ° 


Land is wet and fwampy, bearing only rss pce 
on each fide for four or five Leagues up ; and after 
that firm*Land ; where you will find a runof frefh 
Water, it being all Sale till you come hither. A 
League beyond that is a Beef Eftantion or Farm of 
Cattle, belonging to an Judian Village. In the Woods 


on each fide this River there are plenty of Guanoes, » 


Land Turtle, and abundance of Quams and Correfos, 
with fome Parrots; and there is no Settlement nearer 


than the Beef Eftantion : norany Thing elfe remark-) 


able in this River tharel know, ae 
A League Weft from Checapeque there is another 


fmal] River called Dos Boccas, ’tis only fit for Ca- © 


noas 
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noas to enter: It hias a Bar t its Mouth, eye ¢ 
fore is fomewhat dangerous. Yet the Privateers 
make light of it ; for they will govern a Canog yery 
ingenioufly. However Captain Rives and Captain 
Hewet, two Privateers, loft feveral Men here in 
coming out 3 for there had been a North, which had 
raifed the Bar, and in going out motft of their Ca-. 
noas were overfet, and {ome Men drowned. 

This River will not float aCanoa above a League 
within itsMouth, and fo far is Salt: but there you 
meet with a fine clear Stream of frefh Water, about 
a League up in the Country: and beyond this are 
fair Savannahs of Jong Grafs, fenced in with Ridges 
of as rich Land as any in the World. ‘The Mold 
fuch as is formerly deicribed, all plain and level, 
even to the Hills of Chiapo. 

There are no Jndian Towns within four or five 
Leagues of the Sea; but further of tacy are prety 
thick 5 lying within a League, two or three ont 
ter another : Halpo is the chiefelt. 

The Indians anake ufe of no more Land th 
ferves to maintain their Families in Maiz; and to 
pay their Taxes: And therefore between the Towns 
it lies uncultivated. 

In all this Country they rear abundance of Poul- 
try, wz. Turkyes, Ducks and Dunghil Fowls » but 
foyre of them have Cacao-Walks. The Cacao of 
thefe Parts is molt of it fent to Villa de Moje, and 
fhip’d off there. Some of it is fold to Carriers that 
travel with Mules, coming hither commonly in No- 
vember or December, and ftaying till Febrvary or 
March, They lyea Fortnight at atime in 2 Vill 
to difpofe of their Goods ; which are cman: 
Hartchets, Macheats, Axes, Hoes, Knives,Cizars, 
Needles, Thread, Silk for fowing, Women’s F rocks ;. 
fmal] Looking-g)affes, Beads, Silver or Copper- 
Rings wafh'd with Gold, fet with Glafs inftead of 
_. Stones, fmall Pictures of Saints, and fuch like Toys 
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34 Anns. Pee aig! | eet 
67 Ser ee tndions, And for the Spaniards, Linnen and 
‘ en Cloaths, Silk-Stockings, and old Hats new 
“drefs*d, which are here very valuable, and worn by 
thofe of the beft Quality ; fo that an old Englifh Bea- 
ver thus ordered, would be worth 20 Dollars; fo 
much is Trade wanted here in this Country. When 
he has fold off his Goods, he is generally paid in Ca- 
cao, which he carries to La Vera Cruz. 
- From Des Boccas to the Rivers Palmas is four 
© —_ Leagues low Land and fandy Bay between. 
‘ From Palmas to the Halover is two Leagues. 
The Halover is a fmall Neck of Land, parting 
& the Sea from a large Lagune. It is fo called by the 
"© Privateers, becaufe they ufe to drag their Canoas in 
and out there. , 
=? Krom the /alaver to St. Anns is fix Leagues. 
St. Anis is a Mouth that opens the Lagune before- 
mention’d : there isnot above fix or feven Foot Wa- 
ter, yet Barks’often go in there to Carcen, 








oa Krom St. Anns to Tondelo is five Leagues. The 
é Coaft ftill Weft; the Land low, and fandy Bay a- 
a gainft the Sea: a lirtle within which are pretty high 


Sand-Banks, cloathed with prickly-Bufhes, fuch as_ 
I have already defcribed at Beef-J/land.,* 

Againft the Sea near the Weft-end, within the 
Sandwank, the Landis lower again ; the Woods not 
very high, and fome {pots of Savannahs, with plen- 
ty of fat Bullocks ; In hunting of which a French- 
man eokapity loft his Lite. For his Company being 
~ftragled from him to find Game, he unluckily met 
_a Drove of Cattle flying from them in the Woods, 
which were fo thick that there was no paffing but in 
) >‘ shiefe very narrow Paths that the Cattle themfelves 
=~ had made ; fo that not being able to-get out of their . 
» . way, the foremoft of the Drove, thruft his Horns 

into his Back and carried him 100 Paces into the Sa- 











the Ground. . 
The 
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vannah, where he fell down with his Guts trailingon 


